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Deconstructing Post-Suez Connectivity Correction

In issue 748 of the Sea-Intelligence Sunday Spotlight, we analysed the potential impact of a
return to the Suez Canal on global port connectivity. By comparing 2025-Q4 connectivity
levels against pre-Red Sea crisis growth trends (2022-Q3 to 2023-Q3), we found that nearly
all major ports in the Red Sea and East Mediterranean were operating with significantly lower
connectivity levels. The data also suggests that return to the Suez routing will likely not be

a gradual return to normal, but rather a sharp correction for these specific regions.

Fig. 1: Red Sea/MED Ports with Strong Connectivity Recovery Potential Figur‘e 1 illustrates the
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The disparity is stark. In the Red Sea, King Abdullah Port currently has a connectivity score
of 94.7, far below its projected trend of 361.5. This indicates a massive Recovery Potential
of 282%. Jeddah port shows a similar dynamic, with a gap of 206%. This suppression extends
into the East Mediterranean as well, where Ashdod trails its projected connectivity by 92.4%,
and Damietta by over 50%. This suggests that the initial phase of Suez routing will be
characterized by a chaotic rush to reintegrate these ports back into the Asia-Europe network,

creating significant risk of terminal congestion, as lines reactivate these service loops.

Furthermore, the post-Red Sea crisis Asia-Europe service network will likely not return
entirely to the 2023 status quo. Ports like Dammam and Colombo have achieved structural
connectivity gains during the crisis that appear permanent. Unlike the transitory shifts seen
elsewhere, these hubs have leveraged infrastructure investments and network integration,

to secure a new, elevated baseline that will likely persist even after the Suez routing reopens.
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All quotes can be attributed to: Alan Murphy, CEO, Sea-Intelligence.
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Sea-Intelligence is a leading provider of Research & Analysis, Data Services, and Advisory Services within the global supply
chain industry, with a strong focus on container shipping. Combining strong quantitative analytical skills with a deep
understanding of the supply chain industry, based on many decades of experience at all central parts of the Ocean supply
chain, Sea-Intelligence supports customers across all stakeholder groups.
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