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Houthis cause 18M tons of added emissions

In issue 723 of the Sea-Intelligence Sunday Spotlight, we analyse the dramatic reversal in
years of progress in reducing the container shipping industry's carbon footprint.

The ongoing crisis in the Red Sea and the re-routing of vessels south of Africa, has led to a
staggering 45% increase in CO2 emissions from container shipping in the European Union in
2024, according to mandatory EU emissions data under the EU Monitoring, Reporting, and
Verification (MRV) regulations.
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If, purely hypothetically, we assumed there was never a Red Sea crisis and that the container
lines would again in 2024 have reduced their total emissions by 4.4%, this would have led
to total emissions of 34.7 million tons in 2024. Instead, the reported reality was emissions
of 52.7 million tons. Assuming that the primary cause of the emissions increase in 2024 is
due to the round-Africa routing, then the actions of the Houthis have caused an added level
of CO2 emissions in 2024 related to container shipping of 18 million tons. This is essentially
the same as the carbon emissions from the country of Cambodia.

The Red Sea crisis has, however, not really had a measurable impact on other shipping
segments than container shipping, as no major increase is recorded in 2024 for these
segments.
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Sea-Intelligence is a leading provider of Research & Analysis, Data Services, and Advisory Services within the global supply
chain industry, with a strong focus on container shipping. Combining strong quantitative analytical skills with a deep
understanding of the supply chain industry, based on many decades of experience at all central parts of the Ocean supply
chain, Sea-Intelligence supports customers across all stakeholder groups.
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