
Sea‑Intelligence is a leading provider of Research & Analysis, Data Services, and Advisory Services within the global supply 
chain industry, with a strong focus on container shipping. Combining strong quantitative analytical skills with a deep 
understanding of the supply chain industry, based on many decades of experience at all central parts of the Ocean supply 
chain, Sea‑Intelligence supports customers across all stakeholder groups. 

Post-CNY capacity: 2022 breaking records 
In the second article of issue 554 of the Sunday Spotlight, we analysed the capacity deployed 

on Transpacific and Asia-Europe in the 12 weeks following the three-week Chinese New Year 

(CNY) period. Since CNY falls in different weeks in different years, to make each year 

comparable, we took capacity figures for the 12 weeks after CNY for each respective year. 

On Asia-North America West Coast, deployed capacity is scheduled to be higher in nearly all 

of the post-CNY weeks in 2022, with some weeks reaching an excess of 100,000 TEU over 

the 2017-2019 average. The biggest issue however is in figure 1. Here we see the average 

weekly capacity deployed on the trade lane across the 12-week period. 

We can see just how much capacity has been 

flowing towards the West Coast ports in both 

2021 and 2022 in the 12 weeks after CNY. 

The 2017-2019 average weekly capacity for 

those 12 weeks was 287,000 TEU, whereas in 

2021, this figure jumped to 302,700 TEU. 

Now imagine that in 2022, this figure is 

scheduled to increase by another 60,000 TEU 

per week, to a new peak of 363,900 TEU. 

With no slowdown in deployed capacity during 

CNY in 2022, this high level of average weekly 

capacity in the 12 weeks that follow, will put even more stress on the West Coast ports. 

There is a similar trend on Asia-North America East Coast, with the figure increasing from 

163,000 TEU in 2021 to 228,300 TEU in 2022, and on Asia-North Europe, with the figure 

increasing from 272,000 TEU to 324,500 TEU. Asia-Mediterranean was the only trade lane 

out of the four to stay in line with historical trends. 

In terms of growth, 2022 will see capacity grow by 20.2% annualised over 2019 in the 12 

post-CNY weeks, while Asia-North America East Coast will see a staggering 40.1% increase, 

increasing the likelihood that the East Coast ports will also start to feel the stress of additional 

cargo. 
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